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VoL. V. 


A Srupents’ Unron. 


When a students’ “union” was first proposed 
it was looked upon by some with amusement and by 
others with dislike and fear. It would not have 
been surprising if the union had made itself ridicu- 
ous or unbearable. The average student wants the 
tact and experience to conduct any organization, but 
these essentials to success were not difficult to find 
at Camden Town. There were a few men of mature 
years and good jndgment capable of taking the lead 
and guiding the mass, and consequently no mistake 
was made and no friction took place. So long as 
“Defence not Defiance” is the motto of a 
students’ union, so long will it be a beneficent 
power, but when the spirit of the motto is reversed 
the union becomes an unmitigated nuisance. There 
must at all teaching institutions be a governing 
body, and when that budy is incapable of organizing, 
and directing, and controlling the students chaos is 
approaching. It is perfectly clear that the students 
either collectively or individually cannot be allowed 
to interfere in the management of the schools or in 
the conduct of the classes. They may take action 
in defence of their interests by bringing to the notice 
of the authorities matters vitaly affecting their in- 
terests, whether the authorities be the schools or the 
Royal College. There ought to be a recognition of 
the student as a factor in the profession, and it is to 

be regretted that our last new Charter did not in- 
‘clude power to register the student immediately on 
his matriculation. No class ever obtains full justice 
until it is recognised as having a right to speak for 
itself. No class can legislate for another with per- 
fectly clear and impartial ideas as to its wants and 
necessities; and therefore we believe that students 
should be recognised as a class with teaching and 
‘examining bodies in all matters where the three 
have rights and duties which have to be harmonised. 
If this argument be correct it is apparent that each 
class should have its own organisation and that no 
outsiders should interfere. Each body should be 
self-dependent, and neither controlled nor directed 
by others. The Students’ Union should consist only 
of students, and when a man passes from the student 
lass to enter the ranks of the Roya! College he 
should take his position with the body to which he 
longs. When a union is unable to exist without 
dry “nursing by those who are not students the time 
for its dissolution has arrived. 


Wuar 1s a Session ? 


of the for the professional examina- 
ns runs as follows :— No student shall be eligible for 
t examination until he has attended at least three 


e same College or School.” Other regulations 


further periods of study before the second and 


third examinations may be attempted, and define the 
period by the word “ terms,” 

Now the word term is nowhere defined, and its inter- 
pretation does not rest entirely with the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. The period of study at any of 
the schools cannot be regulated by the Council without 
arrangement with the Principals. That the period 
should be definitely stated and should be uniform at all 
four schools is essential, and the Council are responsible 
for the rules and regulations by which the examinations 
are governed. All the Schools are represented on the 
Council, and one of the first duties of our Council 
should be to make their rules definite and intelligible. 

A “term” maybe a useful divison of time for the 
schouls, but for the Royal College the word is misleadin 
as it does not mark the commencement and ending of 
any course of teaching. Each subject requires a certain 
time for its elucidation, and most of them extend from 
the beginning to the end of asession. The word “ session” 
has a definite meaning and implies the time which elapses 
between the opening and closing of a school. Students 
enter at the beginning of a session and are examined at 
its termination, and the length of this period should be 
the basis of any rule framed by the Council to ensure 
that candidates for examination have been properly 
taught. 

The length of time necessary for the proper teaching 
of a subject is best estimated by the teachers, and the 
Council should invite their co-operation so as to 
frame a rule about which no ‘visunderstanding can 
arise, 

The answer to the question—what is a session! will 
enable the College to say what conditions students must 
have fulfilled before being admitted to the professional 


examinations. 
A Pracrican Anatomy EXAMINATION, 


Another important consideration for the Council 
is whether it is not possible to establish a really 
practical examination in anatomy, The examina- 
tions as arranged for the four-years-course have been 
drawn with a view to make them as practical as 
possible. On each subject there will be a written 
and an oral test and the oral is to be a practical, 
In anatomy it may be possible to test a candidate’s 
practical knowledge on many points by models and 
dricd specimens, but no method is 80 sound and 
certain as to test him with fresh specimens and to 
require some diss€ction. Can this be done and how ! 
is the question upon which an exchange of opinion 
is desirable. The practical value of anatomical 
knowledge in a surgeon is beyond discussion, — It 
should be the first essential of veterinary education, 
and if it be only tested ina manner which can he 
met by book knowledge our practitioners will con- 
tinue to be weak on what should be their strong 
Thorough primary acquaintance with their 


i tudents—not 

biects is what we desire from student 
omen remembrance of the descriptions of 
text-books. 
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GASES AND ARTICLES 


PECULIAR CASE. 
By Cuas. A. Squartr, M.R.C.V.S., Stonehaven. 


On the evening of the 15th ult. I was sent for by 
Mr, John Grant, Vorkney, to attend mare which 
was said to be suffering from ‘ lockjaw.’ 

On arriving at the farm I found the subject to be 
a valuable cart mare, ten years old. 

The farmer informed me that a week previously 
the mare had met with an accident, the cart in 
which she was yoked having been capsized and the 
animal thrown on her side. She had received a 
slight cut on the spine of the superior maxillary 
bone. Beyond that there was no appearance of 
further injury. 

On the day of my visit the mare had eaten her 
morning meal but by mid-day she was unable to 
move her jaws. 

I ordered her to be brought out and on careful 
examination I could find none of the usual symp- 
toms of tetanus beyond the locking of the jaws. On 
offering her a handful of grass she greedily took it 
between her lips but appeared quite powerless to do 
anything further with it. 

On the supposition that tetanus might supervene, 
and finding the jaws could open a little, [ adminis- 

tered an ordinary physic ball. The mare was then 
led into her stall and to the astonishment of the 
farmer and myself she at once commenced eating as 
if nothing had ever been the matter with her. 
’ I should like to know if any of your correspon- 
‘dents have noted a similar case, or can throw any 
light on the present one. 


EXTENSIVE WOUND WITH PROTRUSION 
OF LARGE INTESTINE. 


By J. A. Veuney, Veterinary Student, 
With J. H. Browy, M.R.C.V.S., Wanstead. 


A black gelding, 14 hands 1 in., nine years old, 
was brought into the Infirmary on the 18th'of May, 
about I1 p.m., with a very ugly wound in the abdo- 
men. The history of the case vas that the colt 
having been turned out to grass the owner went to 
see him about 8.20 p.m. and found him hanging 
across an iron rail, evidently having tried to jump 
it to get into the neighbouring field. 

When we examined wound, which we did by gas- 
light, we found it to extend about 18 inches from 
the sheath towards the chest, and then to branch off 
v shape for 12 inches. A portion of the large 
intestine protruding, having the appearance of be- 
ing severely bruised. We explained to owner that 
we did not think that it would live but would do 
the best we could for him. We threw him, and 


ut him under the influence of chloroform, and now 
~ a better chance to examine the wound. We 
found that a considerable portion of the abdominal 
muscles had been torn away and commenced to 
stitch together the muscles but had great difficulty 
to do so, as they kept breaking away ; then stitched 
up the skin, applying plenty of antiseptic dressing. 
Having done this we covered it with carbolized 
tow, and sewed a large bandage tightly round ‘him 
in order to get plenty of pressure on the wound. We 
then let him up and placed him in astall, tieing his. 
head up. - The next morning he was very uneasy, 
temperature 1024, pulse 60, respirations 32. Gave 
hypodermic injection of morphine 60 minims, and 
ol. lini. 3xx. Tr. opii. 3Ziv., keeping him without. 
food 

On the 19th day uneasiness gone off to a great 
extent, temperature 1014, pulse 60, respirations 28 ; 
repeated dose of ol. lini. and Tr. opii. and gave him 
scalded bran. Removed bandage and dressed 
wound with antiseptic dressing. 

Un the 20th day doing well, temp. 101}, pulse 
50, respirations 27 ; gave ol. lini. 3xx., chlorodyne 
3ii., continuing with same food, and dressing the 
wound. 

On the 2lst day doiug very well, temperature 
normal, pulse 48, respirations 23, appetite good. 
from that date has heen doing satisfactorily ; went 
out of Infirmary June 9th, none the worse for his 
accident except a slight thickening over the regiou 
of the wound. 1 thought that this case ending so 
favourably was rather a rare occurrence, my 
employer who has been in practice 40 years, never 
knew a similar one to terminate so successfully. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Quarterly meeting of the Association held at North- 
ampton on Friday, May 19th. (Continued from page 
672). 

ON QUITTOR AND ITS TREATMENT, 
An AppreEss By Prorgsson MacQueen. 


Professor Macqueen said that as time was pressing lie 
hoped they would excuse him if he passed over the usual 
introduction. He thought, however, a few minutes 
might be occupied in noticing the origin of the name, and 
the history of the disease. Most of them were familiar 
with the nature of the disease called quittor. Many 
understood it as a simple abscess of the foot that opened 
at the coronet. The name was probably derived from 
old French quiter—to leave, to abandon ; and_ possibly 
the term was applied in the first instance to the slough 
or discharge. The earlier English works on farriery Te 
ferred to the disease as “quiter bone,” and in the 16th 
century Chapman, a dramatic poet—the friend of Spen- 
cer and Shakespear—employed the term “ quitture” to 
indicate a discharge, in the line: “To cleanse the quit- 
ture from thy wound.” 

He had looked into all the older English books 0” 
animal ailments, but had been unable to glean any satis- 
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factory information on the subject ; Mascal’s (1596) 
Domestic Animals; Blundeville’s (1609) Four Chiefest 
0 of Horsemanship ; Barrett’s (1618) Vineyard of 

orsemanship ; De Grey’s (1639) Expert Farrier ; Mark- 
ham’s (1656) Masterpiece ; and Gibson’s (1719) Furriers’ 
Guide were interesting enough no doubt but they con- 
tained much mysticism, superstition and absurdity. 
The writers he had referred to were in the habit of re- 
producing—often with scant acknowledgment—the ideas 
of those who had preceded them, a custom that obtained 
to a certain extent with veterinary authors of the pre- 
sent day. 

The first intelligible description of quittor and its 
treatment was given in 1664 by Solleysel, riding master 
to Louis 14th. Solleysel’s Le Parfait Mareschal was 
made familiar to English readers by his pupil, Sir Wm. 
Hope, who published a translation, The Compleat Horse- 
man, in 1696. 

From that date to 1745 there was a hiatus ir veterin- 
ary literature having any pretention to originality. In 
1745 Lafosse, Senr., described the disease and introduced 
the operation of complete excision of the lateral carti- 
lege as the best treatment for cartilaginous quittor. In 
his dictionary the younger Lafosse (1775) recognised 
three kinds of quittor: simple or cutaneous, tendinous 
or nervous, and subhorny or cartilaginous. In 1813 
Girard, professor at Alfort Veterinary School, published 
his treatise on the foot. He added a fourth variety of 
quittor to - number given by Lafosse. Percivall’s 
“ Hippopathology ’”’ contained avery good translation of 
Girard’s views. 

Reverting to English authorities he could not say 
much of Coleman in this connection. He (Professor 
Macqueen) had been unable to discover anything by 
Coleman on quittur except the definition which read :— 
“A formation of pus between the sensible and insensible 
lamine.” Bracy Clarke (1809) a student at Camden 
Town College under St. Bel and Coleman—though a 
ready and frequently quoted writer—gave nothing new on 
quittor, Than Bracy Clark no English veterinary name 
was oftener mentioned in writings on the foot, but it 
should not be forgotten that Clark resided from 1815 to 
1836 at Passy, near Paris, where doubtless many Conti- 
nental notions found an agreeable resting place in his seat 
of memory. 

Other veterinarians who had paid more or less atten- 
tion to quittor were Goodwin and Sewell 1827 ; Renault 
1831; D’Arboval 1839 ; Delwart 1843 ; Rey 1845 ; Hert- 
wig 1850; and last, but most important of all, H. 
Bouley, who issued in 1851 his work on the horse’s foot. 
Since then everyone who had written respecting the 
‘disease had been indebted to Bouley. This most distin- 
guished veterinarian described quittor in all its forms 
with great care. He modified and improved its surgical 
treatment. 

Passing to the nature of quittor, he could not accept 
Coleman’s detinition inasmuch as the disease did not 
always originate beneath the wall. Used strictly, the 
term fistula could not be applied to quittor. Many 
were satisfied to define the affection as a discharge of 
pus from a sinuous wound of the coronet. But protrac- 

ted cases—quittors that offered great difficulty in treat- 
ment, could not be defined exactly without recognising 
necrosis as aconstaut factor of the disease. In the 
majority of cases of long standing a bit of fibrous tissue, 
cartilage or bone would be found free or separating some- 
where in the pus cavity. 

Professor Macqueen recognised three varieties of 
‘quittor. He arranged them according to their cause, 
origin orextension. The first form was quittor begin- 
ning at the heel, extending from below upwards an 
caused by suppurating corn, bruised heel or other injury 
eperating from below. The second form began beneath 
wall and was caused by injuries or accidents in shoe- 


d| ging—practised to cause & 


ing. The third, and in his experience the most impor- 
tant variety, originated at the coronet from over reach 
or tread or sometimes cracked heel. He had not men- 
tioned all the causes. Other occasional causes of quittor 
were familiar to everyone. 

He next explained the effects of injury sustained at 
the different places, how the disease extended, and de- 
monstrated those points on dissected specimens of affec- 
ted feet which he had procured from knackersmen. 
Some practitioners held that quittor beginning at the 
heel from suppurating corn was the simplest form. In 
many cases it was easily treated, but one often found 
great difficulty in preventing the forward extension of 
the disease, which occurred in spite of the existence of a 
large outlet at the sole. 

In regard to quittor arising beneath the wall, he con- 
sidered the immediate effect of the injury was limited 
laminitis. When the lamine only were involved the 
disease quickly subsided under appropriate treatment. 
Frequently, however, owing to pressure of exudate or of 
pus the underlying parts were damaged, and the lateral 
cartilage or pedal bone was attacked by necrosis. Quittor 
caused by tread was often preceded by sloughing. When 
the cavity was probed a sinus (or sinuses) more or less 
deep would be found. In some cases the cartilage could 
be felt from the start. Severe injury inflicted on the 
coronet was commonly followed by cartilaginous quittor. 
In his experience the cartilage was necrosed very sarly 
but owing to the swollen coronet diagnosis was not cer- 
tain. He considered quittor associated with slowly pro- 
gressive necrosis of the lateral cartilage the worst form 
they had to deal with. The professor then explained— 
demonstrating his explanation in a most minute manner 
—how necrosis attacked the cartilage, why the process 
extended always from behind forwards and destroyed 
sometimes a superficial layer, sometimes the whole thick- 
ness of the plate; and referred to coronary swelling, 
secondary abscess, septic discharge, caries, and various 
other changes which took place in the foot in conse- 
quence of the disease. Having alluded to the value of 
careful observation of the number, depth and direction 
of the sinuses, the characters of the discharge and granu- 
lations, and the varying symptoms of pain, lameness and 
knuckling, he proceeded to notice the treatment of quit- 
tor which, he said, had undergone very little change for 
many years. In some ‘listricts to-day the treatment 
was carried out on lines similar to those followed by the 
farriers of the I7thcentury. Markham (1656) employed 
the actual cautery and the razor. He used an iron 
shaped like a trident. With that instrument he cauter- 
ised the swollen coronet and filled the grooves with 
corrosive sublimate. If failure resulted he had recourse 
to the razor and removed the diseased parts. ; 

Solleysel (1664) said that quittor could be treated in 
three ways; by giving the fire, by the razor, and by caus- 
tics, and added that “the main scope of the cure is to take 
out the gristle”? which poy that cartilaginous quit- 

nknown in his day. 
ee used by Solleysel was composed of two 
drams aloes, six drams sublimate, moistened with spirit 
of wine to make a little ball to be thrust into the hole. 

In this countigat the present time quittor was treated 
by the actual cautery, potential caustics, solid and 
liquid, by antiseptics, by bold incisions aided by caustics, 
and by excision of the diseased parts. ren 

Professor Macqueen was not in favour of t 
as a remedy for quittor, but he ae wart sm 
i rvice in cases affe i 

" i te in treatmen ° 

‘ve i : t quittors likely to be im- 

“iby that careful selection. He 
Fd not » use caustic paste because much time was 
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lost in waiting its beneficial action. One marked objec- 
tion to caustics used in that form was that the plug could 
not always be introduced far enough without serious 
risk of damage to healthy parts. 

Injections he had employed for many years, often in 
conjunction with the knife. In speaking of injections he 
desired to give credit to Charles Newport (1829) of 
Gray’s Inn Lane, who first used them in the treatment 
of quittor. In the first volume of The Veterinarian 
Newport reported his discovery. Newport’s injection 
was a saturated solution of zinc sulphate. The injec- 
tion was repeated every 24 hours and three or four in- 
jections were sufficient. The excellent results which 
followed Newport’s plan were acknowledged by Bracy 
Clark and affirmed by Sewell and Percivall. In France, 
in 1847, one Mariage reported some astonishingly 
successful cases treated by injection of Villate’s solution. 
Villate, who was veterinary surgeon to Louis Phillipe, 
claimed to have used the solution since 1829. It was 
sone that Villate was indebted to Newport’s father 
or suggestions as to the composition of an injection for 

uittor. It was a remarkable fact that in 1800 the 

rench King resided for a time at Twickenham, and 
subsequently at Claremont where he died in 1850. It 
was not improbable that Newport and Villate exchanged 
ideas on the treatment of quittor for Villate’s solution 
was similar to that used by Newport. Professor Mac- 
queen had used Villate’s solution and he strongly re- 
commended it to any one having a case in hand. He 
believed it was the best injection for quittor. The solu- 
tion he used was made of two ounces zinc sulphate, two 
ozs. copper sulphate, 35 ozs. dilute acetic acid, and four 
ozs. Goulard’s extract. He injected the solution two or 
three times a day for three or four days, or until blood 
followed the return of the injection. Many cases re- 
quired two injections daily for a week, and like every 
remedy it sometimes failed completely. He had tried 
Cherry’s injection of a ten per cent. spirituous solution 
of mercuric chloride, but Villate’s lotion was more suc- 
cessful. Other injections of which he could not speak 
from much experience were spirit of turpentine, petro- 
wr perchloride of iron, chloride of zinc, pure carbolic 
acid. 

For many years he had treated all chronic cases by 
excision of the diseased parts. The operation of extirpa- 
tion of the lateral cartilage was introduced by the elder 
Lafosse in 1745, improved by his son, and practised for 
many years until 1850 by many of the leading veterinary 
surgeons on the Continent. The operation somehow 
was never tried in this country, and since the publication 
of successes with injections it had apparently fallen into 
desuetude in France. Lafosse’s operation was too exten- 
sive, too radical, and in consequence recovery was pro- 
tracted beyond modern patience, the animal uot unfre- 
quently ‘succumbed to some complication. In those 
legs they believed that thé lateral cartilage invaded by 
necrosis had no power to cicatrize. Extirpation was 
considered the only treatment in such an event and all 
the skiil of the operator was required to avoid wounding 
the pedal joint. 

In 1851 Bouley introduced the modified operation of 
partial excisivn of the cartilage. The necrosed cartilage 
was carefully removed. Separation was affected some- 
times unwittingly by caustics and injectious. The 
French surgeons did not sanction excision of any part of 
the coronary band or sensitive laminew. In order to 
reach the cartilage the coronary band was separated by 
incision from the sensitive lamins and carefully raised 
from the cartilage. 

Professor Macqueen did not spare the coronary band 
or sensitive laminze when he found those parts diseased. 
He did not unnecessarily damage those structures, at the 
same time he was confident that excision of a piece of 
coronary band or removal of a few sensitive lamine had 


not the untoward consequences so much dreaded in 
former days. He then explained the treatment he 
practiced. Given an average case, he would remove the 
shoe and poultice the foot fur 24 hours. The sinus was 
then probed to ascertain its depth and direction, and the 
wall rasped thin all over and a little beyond the area of 
disease. The horse was then cast, and a tourniquet 
applied above the knee or below the hock according to 
the limb. The foot was made secure. Two converging 
incisions were made through the coronary band to the 
extremity of the sinus and the ‘triangle’ of hoof and 
band was dissected out. The wound was then examined 
and every vestige of unhealthy tissue-bone, lamine,. 
cartilage or fibrous tissue removed. If necessary he 
sharp-spooned the bone and cartilage or excised the 
necrosed part. The wound surface was then washed 
with carbolic lotion, dried, and filled with carbolised wool 
saturated with oil of cloves. A pledget of tow was 
placed over the wool,and the whole dressing maintained 

by a surgical bandage. As a rule he did not renew the 
dressing for six or eight days. He then referred to the 
subsequent treatment, the progress of the case, mode of 

healing and possible complications, and dealt with open 
pedal joint, false quarter, ossification of cartilage, defor- 

mation of hoof and enlarged coronet. 

In conclusion he showed the instruments, sage knives, 
renettes, sharp spoon, pad saw, tenaculum, tourniquet, 
etc., which he used in the operation ; a set of castrating 
clams for the standing operation sent to him by Mr. 
Renfrew, of Glasgow, and exhibited a new electric bat- 
tery and lamp especially designed for veterinary practice 
by Mr. Scales, who had furnished him with the following 
particulars: “ The battery lasts from 15 to 18 months if 
used not more than ten minutes daily. The lamp lasts 
100 hours. The cells may be renewed at a cost of 7s. 6d. 
for the three. The lamp may be renewed for 4s. Tubes 
may be had of any size or according to order, The price 
of the whole apparatus is 30s. and it may be obtained 
from Mr. Protheroe, Bourn House, Leytonstone, 
Essex.”’ 


Discussion. 


Mr. Wraae said the members of the Association were 
much indebted to Professor Macqueen for his interesting 
and instructive paper which had been so well demonstra- 
ted. Referring toahe various kinds of quittor, he dis- 
liked the quittor caused from suppurating corns. For 
25 years he had been in the habit of using the knife, and 
he had no hesitation in cutting away the coronary band 
as some had, and his experience was that the foot would 
resume its normal appearance in most cases where the 
knife was used, without any false quarter. He did not 
care inuch about using the hot iron. 

Mr, Caruxss said he was very pleased with the able 
address the Professor had given them and that he had 
gained from it that which he did not previously know. 
They in the country did not come across cases of quittor 
so much as those in large towns did. The rule with 
them was to relieve the pressure below and above as 
much as possible and treat the cases in the ordinary way. 
The operation of cutting away the coronary band he 
could vouch for as being not at all dangerous. He was 
much pleased with the lamp, and also the tourniquet ex- 
hibited by the Professor. 

Mr. Parker favoured the use of an injection. 

Mr. Warrnasy said he was highly interested in all 
he had heard that afternoon and had learned a great deal 
with regard to quittor. In the few cases he had had he 
was pleased to say he had been successful and he had re- 
lied mainly on the knife. 

Mr. Barker had had many bad cases under his notice 
and as a rule he pursued one line of treatment and had 
found it successful. He agreed with the system that 
Professor Williams had initiated. He punctured the 
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wound with a hot iron and then put in a mixture of a 
few grains of bichloride of mercury and arsenic wrapped 
in a bit of tissue paper. On the top of that he placed a 
big poultice, and after the slough had come out he used a 
little sulphate of zinc. 

Mr. Jonzs asked Professor Macqueen whether he used 
the tourniquet above or below the knee, and whether 
he did not find a | deal of hcemorrhage when he took 
the tourniquet off. That being the case the bandage he 
used would, be thought, have to be removed under the 
eight days as he had stated. 

The Presipent thanked Professor Macqueen for com - 
ing down and delivering so interesting an address. His 
(the President’s) experience of quittor was very much 
the same as that of Mr. Carless—that they did not get 
many in the agricultural towns. He proposed a vote of 
thanks to Professor Macqueen for his address, which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Professor MacQueen, in reply, said when operating on 
the fore limb he generally placed the tourniquet above 
the knee, and when operating on the hind limb just be- 
low the hock. Asto the hoemorrhage he removed the 
tourniquet immediately after the foot was dressed. He 
dressed the foot while the horse was down. The amount 
of hcemorrhage was sometimes great and sometimes very 
little. He again said he thought the worst kind of 
quittor was that arising froma coronary tread. He 
advocated a very early removal of the tourniquet or 
otherwise lameness might be caused. Referring to the 
discharge from a wound in the case of quittor after treat- 
ment, he said so long as it was of the nature of a healthy 
discharge no alarm need be created. After the removal 
of the bandage he applied cold water. 

Dr. CuiFtTon, on the part of the medical practitioners 
in Northampton, begged to thank the President for in- 
viting them to the gathering that day, and also to thank 
Professor Macqueen for his interesting address. 

The PReEsIDENT, in reply, said he should be very 
pleased if they saw the medical gentlemen of the different 
towns in which they assembled oftener at their meetings. 
He again tendered his thanks to Professor Macqueen 
and said that at their next meeting he should propose 
him as an honorary associate of the Association. 

The proceedings of the meeting then terminated. 


Tue DINNER. 


Many of those present were then compelled to leave 
by train, but the remainder to the number of about 25 
sat down to a recherche dinner at the George Hotel. The 
President occupied the chair, and Mr. T. J. Merrick the 
vice-chair. 

At the conclusion of the dinner the President pro- 
posed “The Queen, the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
and the rest of the Royal Family.” He referred to the 
Queen and the Prince of Wales as being good supporters 
of the veterinary profession, and also made a pleasing 
allusion to the betrothal of the Duke of York and the 

cess May. 

Mr.CarLEss proposed “The President.” He said he 
had known Mr. T. H. Merrick for several years, and his 
father for a much longer time, and their uprightness of 
conduct, their general good nature and hospitality had 
won for them the respect and esteem of the members of 
the Association os the profession generally. He 
wished both the President and his father long life and 
happiness and hoped they might have the pleasure of 
meeting them again at a similar gathering in Northamp- 
ton. The toast was received with acclamation. 

: The PRESIDENT expressed his pleasure at the manner 
in which the toast was received and in seeing so many 
friends present at their gathering that day. He also 
thanked those present for the kindly way in which they 

received the name of his father, as the hospitality 
extended to them that day was as much due to him as to 


himself. He hoped every meeting during his year of 
office would be as well attended the that 
day and be equally as pleasant. 

r. Parker submitted “The Visitors” and coupled 
the names of Professor Macqueen and Mr. Thomas 
Thorne with the toast. Speaking of the Professor, Mr. 
Parker said he felt sure the College had received a great 
— in the person of Professor Macqueen. 

_ Professor Macquern expressed the pleasure it gave 
him to be present that day and said the reason perhaps 
why he had not been oftener seen in the provinces was 
because he felt that no teacher should make his a pear- 
ance in the way he had that day until he had had some 
considerable experience, and knew fully what he was 
speaking upon. 

Mr. THorNx, who is a comedian, made a most humorous 
reply to the toast. 

ir, Wraca proposed “The Health of Mr. Merrick, 
Senior.” Mr. Merrick, whom he had known for a great 
number of years, had contributed largely to the success 
of their Association of which he was an ornament. He 
had also given the greatest hospitality to the members 
whenever they visited the town. The toast was most 
heartily received. 

Mr. Merrick, in the course of his reply, said it always 
gave him great pleasure to meet the members of the 
Association and especially so on that occasion when they 
had done him the honour of electing his son as President, 
He trusted that during his year of office his son would 
conduct the business of the Association to the satisfac- 
tion of the members and the advancement of the Aggo- 
ciation. 

The remainder of the evening was spent in harmony. 

H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Blackfriars 
Hotel, Manchester, Thursday, June 1st 1893, at 4 p.m. 

The President, W. A. Taylor, Esq. occupied the chair, 
There were also present Professor Williams, Messrs. T, 
Greaves, Roberts, T. Hopkin, Meredith, Hall, Jones, 
Carter, Urmson, E. Faulkner, Woods, Crook, Packman, 
McKinna, Blackhurst, Curbishley, Kendall, Locke, Dacre, 
Shore, A. Leather, and J. B. Wolstenhalme, 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Secretary read the correspondence, The Secre- 
tary nominated Mr. Harrison, M.R.C.V.S. of Bowdon 
for membership. 
Professor Williams then gave a most interesting address 
on “ Reminiscences of Veterinary Practice.” The pro- 
fessor related many of the theories respecting disease 
which were held at the commencement of his career, and 
described the methods of treatment then adopted, com- 
paring the changes which had taken place in the views 
held, the treatment, and the results obtained at the 
present day. He made particular reference to shoulder 
and foot lameness, to poll evil, mange, bowel affections, 
periodic ophthalmia, lymphangitis, pleuritis, pneumonia, 
glanders, and tetanus. 

The Presidenf, Messrs. Greaves, Hopkin, Woods, and 
Faulkner, spoke on some of the points raised by Prof. 


Williams. 
In conclusion a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 


Professor Williams. 


Tea was partaken of at 6 p.m. 
J. B. Wotstennoime, Hon, Sec. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The annual dinner of the Army Veterinary De- 
ment was held at the Holborn Restaurant on 
iday, the 16th instant, and the following officers 
were present :—Veterinary-Colonel J. D. Lambert, 
C.B., Director-General ; Veterinary Lieut.-Colonels 
G. A. Oliphant, W. B. Walters, F. Duck ; Veterin- 
ary-Majors J. Kettle, J. Reilly, J. Hammond, B. L. 
Glover, J. W. Evans, 1. Matthews, G. D. Whitfield, 
J. Burton, S.Longhurst, F. F. Crawford; Veterinary- 
Captains T. Flintoff, J. D. Edwards, T. A. Killick, 
F. Raymond, J. T. Dibben, C. Rutherford. 
K. Lees, G. R. Griffith; Veterinary-Lieutenants A. 
F, Appleton, F. Joslen, T. Marriott, E. R. C. 
Butler, E. ‘Taylor, EK. J. Lawson. F. C. Stratton; 
E. E. Martin, UC. B. Freeman and the following re- 
tired officers of the Department, Messrs. Jones and 
Pallin. 


Veterinary-Lieut. W. R. Walker has arrived from 
India on six months sick leave of absence. 


War Orrice, 13th June, 1893. 


The undermentioned Veterinary-Captains to be 
Veterinary-Majors: John Burton, Seaward Long- 
hurst, Frank Fairbairn Crawford. 


War Orrice, 20th June, 1893. 


The following gentlemen to be Veterinary-Lieuts : 
Henry T. Sawyer, on augmentation ; Jobn Farmer, 
on augmentation; Alfred Smith, on augmentation ; 
George M. Williams, on augmentation ; Albert E. 
Clarke, on augmentation; William N. Wright, on 

augmentation; Hugh C. Harris, on augmentation ; 
and William A. McDougall, in succession to Vet.- 
Major William Walker, placed on temporary half- 


pay. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PILYSICAL AND MENTAL WORK. 


Physical and mental training must be very care- 
fully adjusted to obtain the best results in both 
directions at the same time. We feel quite confi- 
dent that the mental work and strain, with the con- 
comitant in-door confinement, entailed by a system 


of competitive examinations, is physically injurious 


in many ways, and that he is a very exceptional boy 
who achieves success in both directions at the age 
at which competitive examination are usually under- 
taken. We are speaking now of the hard reading 
and hard thinking inseparable from preparing for 
these examinations, not of mental power or intellec- 
tual robustness, good judgement, mental freshness 
and originality of conception. for these qualities are 
natural gifts, which, as often as not, are weakened 
if not altogether destroyed by a “ cramming” process, 
just as they are strengthened by hard physical 
work and wholesome occupation in the open air with 


copious draughts of light literature by way of 
mental diet. A very ‘imited amount of hard reading 
suffices for such intellects to incubate results. ‘i'he 
truth is that the man of “culture” and the book- 
worm frequently have no ideas of theirown. They 
are mental parasites and live upon other men’s 
thoughts, and even the ideas which seem to be their 
own are in reality unrecognised remembrances of 
the thoughts of others, whereas the relatively non- 
reading man has his own mental life: he has initia- 
tive, freshness and vigour of thinking if he has been 
endowed by nature, as he often has, with brain 
power. There is such a thing as an over-culture 
which is destructive of intellectual freshness and 
vigour. What is gained in literary style—in refine- 
ment and delicacy of expression—is lost in original- 
ity and strength ; and the power of formulating new 
ideas is sacrificed to the polish ofa period. A com- 
petitive literary examination, such as that for the 
Indian Civil Service for example, at the best secures 
high averages in mental culture ; it does not neces- 
sarily secure—it may even exclude— young men of 
superior intellectual capacity whose powers mature 
later in life, and it is io gauge of qualities of charac- 
ter. But the point to which we would direct atten- 
tion is this—that hard mental and physical exercises 
are, with rare exceptions, incompatible. Within 
certain limits the one aids the other, in that physi- 
cal exercises and out-door pursuits tend to maintain 
the health and promote the vigorous flow of the sap 
within, but beyond those limits the manifestation 
of energy in one direction lessens the amount that is 
available for the other. The nerve force flowing 
out in streams of muscular energy is obtained at the 
expense of intellectual power and energy. The man 
who is compelled to employ his intellect all day 
feels no inclination for any great muscular exertion 
because he lacks the power to accomplish it; and 
the man who has taken part in athletic games would 
probably fall asleep if he attempted to read or think 
hard. To get the best result ont of both needs the 
exercise of skill in their mutual adjustment with 
periods of rest judiciously intercalated between 
them -—Lancet. 


3 A CHARGE OF UNNECESSARILY FIRING 
HORSES. 


James Webb, veterinary surgeon, of Bishop’s Stort- 
ford, was charged with cruelly ill-using and ill-treating 
two horses belonging to Henry Kirkby, horse dealer, of 
Epping, at Spelbrook on April 17th. 

Mr. * Drysdale Woodcock, of the R.S.P.C.A., ap- I 
gee for the prosecution, and Mr. C. V. Thorneycroft 
or the defence. _ 

Mr. Woodcock, in opening the case, said on April 17 th h 
a man named Kirkby, a dealer, of Epping, brought two “ 
horses from Epping Forest to Bishop’s Stortford for the fi 

urpose of having them fired. He first took them to 

essrs. Harris’s, veterinary surgeons, but both father 
and son refused to do them, stating that it would do Fag . 
good. Kirkby then appeared to have taken them to ™'r. . 
Webb’s and asked him if he would, in accordance with 4 
promise made by him to that effect when h 


the horses at Epping. Mr. Webb was very 
the horses, but having made a promise to do 80, 
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the man Kirkby that if he would take them to Spelbrook 
some two miles distant, he would do them. They were 
taken, and on the 19th the operation was performed. 
Many painful operations he knew had to be performed 
on animals from time to time to benefit or appear to 
benefit them. Some of those operations were justifiable, 
and firing was permitted if by such treatment the animal 
would really be benefited. 

Inspector Fryer, of the R.S.P.C.A., said oa May Ist 
he saw Mr. Webb and informed him that a lady at Saw- 
bridgeworth had stopped a man who was travelling with 
two horses, both quite unfit to walk, and which had 
previously been fired by him at Spelbrook. Defendant 
then told him the whole of the circumstances connected 
with them. He said that Kirkby asked him to see the 
animals at Epping, which he did. He then told Kirkby 
that he did not think firing them would do much good, 
but that it would be better to have them “fired in the 
head,” meaning to have them slaughtered. Defendant 
ssid he told Kirkby that he did not think it would pay 
for him to go to Epping to do them, but if he brought 
them to Stortford he would dothem. To his surprise, 
he said, Kirkby afterwards brought them to Bishop’s 
Stortford and wanted the defendant to fire them at his 
house, but he refused to do so, telling Kirkby that if he 
took them to Spelbrook he would. cine promised the 
man he would do them, he afterwards went to Spelbrook 
and did them. Witness further stated that defendant 
told him he advised Kirkby to sell them to a man named 
Doe to have them slaughtered, but as he persuaded him 
so much to fire them he did so. He was very sorry he 
consented to do them afterwards, adding “I’ll see that 
the old man does not get me on anything like this again.” 
Upon witness asking the defendant if it could possibly 
have been of any use to fire them, he added, “ Not the 
slightest ; I did not charge Kirkby anything for doing 
them.” Before seeing the defendant witness said he 
went to Sawbridgeworth and saw the animals there in a 


small field. One was a dark brown aged mare and— 


the other a bay colt, and both were in a very poor 
condition. 

By Mr. Thorneycroft: Then you did not see the ani- 
mals until May 1st /--No. 

And the 19th of April is the day on which you charge 
Mr. Webb with this act of cruelty—Do you know who 
had charge of these animals between that time !--I do 
not know from my own knowledge. 

You took no memorandum book when you interviewed 
Mr. Webb, did you?—No, I made my report to the 
Society I represent the following day. 

When you heard that these horses had been fired by 
Mr. Webb you went to him with a view of getting all 
the facts of the case ?—Certainly. 

And he readily told you /-—Yes, he did. : 

You did not tell him you were going to report him or 
summon him /—I did not know what I should do in 
the case. 

Do you not think it would have been fair to have told 
him ?—It did rot occur to me. I make all possible en- 
quiries in a case. , 

You stated that Mr. Webb admitted he ought not to 
have done the animal /—Yes, he did, and called Kirkby 
an old fool. 

And Mr. Webb suggested that if he sent them to Doe’s 
he would fire them ?—He said he advised Kirkby t» sell 
pre os Doe, but if he took them to Spelbrook he would 

em. 

Examined by Mr, Woodcock, witness said he did not 

erally take a note book when he interviewed anyone, 
ut put it down when it was fresh in his memory. 

Mr. George Harris, sen., stated that he was a member 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and had 

nm in practice some 40 or 50 years. He had had ex- 
Perience in firing horses, and his practice was, 


horse was brought to him to be fired suffering from any 
chronic disease, not to recommend it. The two horses 
in question were brought to him on April 17th by Kirkby, 
and upon examining them he refused to fire them, as the 
mare was suffering from chronic disease in the off fore 
fetlock, and the colt was suffering from atrophy of the 
near fore limb. 

In answer to Mr, Woodcock witness stated that the 
animals could not walk without pain, and firing would 
be of no benefit whatever in such cases. His opinion in 
a case of that sort was that firing could only inflict pain 
and misery, and when he saw the colt again on May 28th 
it appeared to be in far greater pain and walked with 
more difficulty than when he first saw it. There were 
wounds round the hoof caused by firing, and in conse- 
quence of the irritation the animal had gnawed them. 
The mare was much more lame than before, and there 
was more extensive inflammation caused by the firing 
than when he first saw it. No possible benefit could be 
derived by tiring an old animal like that 

Cross examined by Mr. Thorneycroft, witness said he 
had kuown the defendant by sight for 15 or 20 years, but 
had never spoken to him in his life, although he had no 
ill-feeling towards him. He admitted veterinary sur- 
geons often differed from each other, and lawyers too 
(laughter), but he should be very surry to have treated 
horses like those in question had been treated, knowing 


it to be of no good. He could not say whether the 


inflammation was at its height on Apri! 28th but the 
firing was very severe. 

Mr. G. Harris, jun., stated that he was a qualified 
veterinary surgeon and had been in practice at Saw- 
bridgeworth for some 20 years. He had had experience 
in firing horses, and saw the two brought to him on 


April 17th. They were in a very emaciated condition, 


when a| quently happen that 


covered with blood and vermin, and suffering from chronic 
disease, and had he been asked to fire the animals he 
should certainly not have done it, because he knew that 
no benefit could be received by the operation. He cor- 
roborated the evidence of his father as to their condition 
on April 28th, and stated that he had previously attended 
the colt, when about three months old, and it was suffer- 
ing from a chronic disease then. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Thorneycroft, witness said 
there had not been time for healing, when he saw the 
animal on the second occasion, and an animal was always 
worse for a short time after the operation. He could 
not tell on the 28th to what depth they had been fired 
owing to the animals gnawing the wounds, The inflam- 
mation would not have been nearly so serious had the 
wounds been protected, but they only had a piece of sack- 
ing round them. He had never turned a horse out after 
firing, but always prevented them from getting at the 
wounds, Ringbone in its early stages was customarily 
treated by firing, but not when the joints had become 
anchylosed, as was the case with the animals in question. 

Daniel Griffin, blacksmith, of Spelbrook, deposed to 
assisting Mr. Webb in firing the horses. He had seen 
firing on several occasions, and that on the day in ques- 
tion was in the usual way and the horses were afterwards 
left in his charge, and put in a meadow, 

This was all the evidence, and 

Mr. Thorneycréft said he felt that the case was of a 
very important character as regarded the profession to 
which Mr. Webb belonged, because they had a veterinary 
surgeon charged with having committed an offence of 
cruelly illtreating certain animals, when he was erform- 
ing an act recognised by the law and and carried out in 
hundreds of cases daily throughout the country. If a con. 
viction shonld take place upon evidence such as had 
been brought before them, it seemed to him that there 
would be hundreds and thousands of similar cases crop- 
ping up every year, because it would undoubtedly fre- 

one veterinary surgeon would be 
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found performing professional treatment like that brought 
before them, whereas another would not do it. If in 
his clients judgement, that of a man who had been in 
practice for «7 years, and was a Member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and Inspector under Con- 
tagious Diseases (Animals) Act for the district, he 
believed that the operation of firing would be beneficial 
in those cases which came before him, then he (the 
P eageeen contended that he could not be held liable for 
the act of which he was charged. Most unfortunately 
his client’s mouth was closed by law, or he would give 
his version as to his reason for firing the animals, which 
was that it would be a beneficial act to them, and have a 
beneficial effect. As to his client saying that Kirkby 
had better take them tu Doe’s, he denied saying anything 
of the kind, but simply told him to take them to Spel- 
brook. It was entirely a matter of opinion with Mr. 
Harris in not advising firing as a treatment for the 
horses. Toa man in Mr. Webb’s position a charge of 
that kind might do him cadinatle injury in his pro- 
fession, and he asked them to say that the operation he 
rformed on that occosion was done in the honest 
elief that it would alleviate the pain and was the proper 
treatment for the lameness. 
The Bench dismissed the case. 


ANIMAL EXTRACTS AS THERAPEUTIC 
AGENTS. 


It is now some years since Brown-Séquard 
announced the wouderful effects which followed the 
subcutaneous injection of testicular extracts as 
exemplified in his own person; and though many 
jeered at him as the discoverer of the secret of per- 
petual youth, the notion has steadily gained ground 
that there is, after all, something in it. Since also, 
the success that has followed the injection of thy- 
roid extract in myxcedema, we can hardly wonder 
that this belief has increased. 

Physiologists have recently been making a num- 
ber of observations, which show that many organs 
do more than what was formerly regarded as their 
functions. The experiments of Bradford on the 
kidney have shown that this organ does something 
else in addition to excreting urine; those of Mink- 
owski and yv. Mering on pancreatic diabetes, of 
Langlois and Abelous on the suprarenal capsules, 
and of Horsley and others on the thyroid, have led 
to the introduction of the expression “internal 
secretion” We think that this term is a rather 
unfortunstely chosen one; but it, nevertheless, 
expresses that the organs in question have some 
action on the blood, and thiough it on the tissues 
generally. which influences their metabolic changes, 
Previous, however, to any of these experiments, it 
was a perfectly well recognised fact that removal of 
the essential organs of generation had a profound 
influence on the structure of the whole animal, and 
also on the mental tendencies of the individual. 

But the precise modus operandi is in all these 
cases still a sealed book. The composition of the 
internal secretion, where it exists is unknown. It 
is, however, presumed that an extract of the fresh 
organ must coniain the active substance of the con- 
glomeration of bodies which are extracted by 


glycerine, salt solutions, or whatever the solvent 
used may be. There can be little doubt that these 
substances are of a complex organic nature, sub- 
stances which call on the resources of the organism 
to manufacture for itself. We can, therefore, 
hardly be surprised that if these substances are 
administered to a debilitated person unable to make 
them for himself, some amount of temporary stimu- 
lant effect is produced ; and in one instance at least 
— that of myxcedema—the curative result has justi- 
fied the method used. 

Fully granting this, we still feel compelled to 
doubt many of the other so-called cures. There is 
in all men a natural tendency to draw general con- 
clusions from particular instances, to seize an idea 
and run it to death. In the causation of disease at 
one time it is germs, at another ptomaines, at 
another toxalbumoses, that are invoked to solve 
every mystery and explain every difficulty. In the 
treatment of disease, at one time mineral drugs, at 
another chemical drugs produced in the laboratory, 
are fashionable ; at one time protective inoculation, 
at another curative inoculation is in the ascendant. 
All causes and all treatments have their proper 
places, but we may hope that we are not now to 
suffer an epidemic of universal injections We hear 
of some injecting nerve extracts to cure neurasthenia 
and locomotor ataxy, heart extracts to cure heart 
disease, pancreatic extracts to cure diabetes, testicu- 
lar extracts to cure old age and many other evils, 
including even phthisis and cancer. 

Manufacturing chemists are making extracts not 
only of thyroid, but of nearly every organ in the 
body, even iucluding the pituitary body, this last 
for the cure of acromegaly. We find medical men 
writing of these ideas and of the cures achieved in 
the most sanguine strain, and often upon no better 
evidence than quacks produce for their “cures.” 
These injections may be and often are extremely 
poisonous ; for although Brown-Séquard states that 
he has observed a rise of temperature only twice in 
100,000 iajections, we must remember Wooldridge’s 
experiments ; and we recollect, too, having heard of 
sloughing following injection of pancreas for dia- 
betes. ‘This last result is hardly snrprising, for a 
pancreatic extract will contain not only the ~ inter- 
nal secretion,” but the external secretion alsu, and 
trypsiv is a very powerful digestant, especially of 
tissues prone to disintegrate, like those of 4 
diabetic. 

Perhaps Massalongo has hit the right nail on the 
head in anarticle he entitles “A New Phase of 
Suggestive Therapeutics.” He found that in healthy 
animals testicular fluid had no effect; that in cases 
of disease the modifications are slight and transitory, 
and due to psyckical tension and excitement; that 
in organic disease the improvement is due to sug- 
gestion and the influence of the imagination ; and 
that such curative effects are best marked in cases 
of hysteria and neurasthenia, when there are expec 
tations of relief, and that equally good results sa 
here obtained by inert substances with equa 
facility.——British Medical Journal 
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VETERINARIANS IN CALIFORNIA. 


The State Veterinary Medical Board has con- 
cluded its labors by issuing licenses to all the 
veterinarians who presented diplomas from recog- 
nized medical colleges and to all others who success- 
fully passed examination. There were several who 
failed to pass the examinations, and as a result 
there are a few persons who have been shining in 
the ranks of the veterinary profession who will nu 
longer continue to shine. 

he examining board is very much disappointed 
that more did not appear. As the situation now 
stands every person aside from those to whom 
licenses have been issued who practices veterinary 
surgery in the State from now on is subject to arrest, 
and as the State Board proposes to carry out the 
law to the letter there is liable to be no end of 
arrests and prosecutions in the near future. 

The board will meet at Los Angeles on the 26th 
of next month to examine any applicants for licenses 
in the southern part of the State before causing any 
arrests. 
in July, and after that every person without a 
license who attempts to practice will be promptly 
arrested.—San Francisco Chronicle 


SWINE FEVER. 
On June 13th Mr. Herbert Gardner, the Presi- 
' dent of the Board of Agriculture, received a large and 
influential deputation from the Central and Associated 

Chambers of Agriculture and various Farmers’ Associa- 

tions and Clubs in order to urge upon him the necessity 

of taking immediate steps to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Departmental Committee that swine 
fever should be dealt with by methods similar to those 
which have been adopted in the case of pleuro-pneu- 
monia, namely, the central administration of uniform 
regulations and the payment of compensation for slaugh- 
ter out of the National Exchequer. The compensation 
eapeted is to be not more than £8 in the case of 
healthy in-contact swine, and not more than £4 in the 
case of a diseased pig. Mr. F. A. Channing, M.P., intro- 
duced the deputation, which included quite a number of 
county members. With respect to the financial difficulty, 
he said if money cannot be found for carrying out the 
whole policy, he did not see why the principle of dividing 
the cost between the Local Authorities and the Imperial 
Exchequer might not be considered. 

Mr. Gardner said he was anxious to carry out the 
wishes of the deputation, and reduce this disease toa 
minimum, if not altogether extirpate it. He agreed 
with Mr. Chaplin that the supervision must be in the 
hands of the Central Authority, and he was glad to hear 
that no difficulties would be placed in the way by the 
Local Authorities, for it would be necessary to impose 
Severe restrictions over the movements of pigs from one 
area to another. The crux of the difficulty was the 
financial question. Negociations were going on between 
the Board of Agriculture and the Treasury to see if there 
could be a settlement of this difficulty ; but, assuming 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was unable in these 

d times to give the sum necessary, were the agricul- 
turists prepared to bear the expense or some portion of 


the expense? He was ready to surrender a portion of | 


the pleuro-pneumonia fund, which was happily not 
heeded, but they would require a considerable sum more. 
© number of cases was a little higher in 1895 than in 
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Another meeting will be held in this city | 


| 

1892, but it was much lower than in any preceding 
| period since 1884. The disease was at a comparatively 
low level, but he did not hold that that was a reason for 
not dealing with it. On the contrary, this was the time 
to endeavour to expirpate the disease when it was at its 
minimum, He undertook to put before his colleagues 
the views of the deputation. 


In the House of Commons on Monday Mr. Fellowes 
asked the President of the Board of Agriculture whether, 
in view of the fact that the evidence given before the 
Committee on Swine Fever has been published by the 
Board of Agriculture, he was now able to say whether he 
intended to give effect to the recommendations of that 
committee. 

Mr. Channing asked a question on the same subject. 

Mr. Gardner.—I am in communication with the 
Treasury with regard to the recommendations of the 
departmental committee, and at present I can only refer 
the hon. member and my hon. friend the member for 
Northamptonshire, who has also placed a question on 
this subject on the paper, to the statement made on be. 
half of the Government immediately before the recess, I 
may perhaps add, however, that although, as was pointed 
out on that occasion, I am personally anxious to take the 
disease in hand, an immediate decision on the subject 1s 
by no means a matter of such urgency as the frequency 
of the questions addressed to me with regard to it would 
suggest. I am informed by my professional advisers 
that late autumn is the best season for the commence- 
meut of operations, and with regard to the extent of the 
disease, I may say that so far from there having been any 
recent serious increase, as my hon, friend states, the 
available statistics point to exactly the opposite conclu- 
sion. The number of outbreaks recorded last year was 
less than half the number recorded in 1891—in fact, 
smaller than in any year since 1884, and although it is 
no doubt true that many outbreaks are unreported, 
‘there is absolutely nothing to justify the impression, 
which seems to be gaining ground, that the owners of 
pigs are face to face with a crisis of a very serious 


character. (Hear, hear). 


VETERINARY CHEMISTS 


We asked the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, last week, to take some means 
of letting their constituents know the result of the 
recent action against chemists which they will have 
to pay for. In the ante-newspaper days, nations 
used to conduct wars on the principle of always ig- 
noring defeats, a practice which proved disastrous 
in many instances. The Veterinary Record, which 
is conducted by an influential member of the Vouncil, 
though we do not know that it has any official 
‘character, is apparently proceeding on this plan. 
‘Iwo issues of this publication have been published 
since the catastrophe, and so far Ths Veterinary 
Record bas not found a word either of report or 
‘comment to say on the matter. Perhaps this is 
Letter than the Jestice of the Peace, which professes 
to be the guide of the country magistrate. That 
‘authority reports that the Court held that the 

magistrates were wrong 1D dismissing the case. 
We are arranging the cost of the case. and {fear we 
may have to call upon our guarantors for some 
| proportion of the amounts they promised ; but if so 
it will not be a large sum to anyone. Would any 
other chemists like to share in this part of the spoils 
of victory ?—The Chemist and Druggist. 
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A VETERINARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


In the capital town of such a purely agricultural and 
hunting county as Cheshire, high-class veterinary sur- 
gery is of the first importance, and the establishment 
over which Mr. Matthew Graham, M.R.C.V.S., presides 
at Parry’s, The Bars, is a model of its kind. Mr, 
Graham came to this city a little time ago with the 
highest credentials. He graduated in the Glasgow 
Veterinary College in 1887-8 as the most distinguished 
student of the year, carrying off the gold medal for prac- 
tical examination of horses as to age, soundness, and 
operations, out of 33 candidates, the examiner being one 
of the leading veterinary authorities of the day—Sir 
Henry Simpson, Mayor of Windsor. This is the greatest 
honour obtainable at the College, and the authorities 
marked their appreciation of his brilliant career by 
appointing him, immediately on the granting of his 
diploma, assistant professor of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College. Mr. Graham’s prospects should be encourag- 
ing. He has acquired a lease of the commodious 

remises known as Parry’s, The Bars, situated conven- 
jently at the junction of City Road with Boughton, 
handy alike for the railway station aud the large farming 
district of Tarvin, Tarporley, and Broxton. The exten- 
sive premises have been converted into a first-class horse 
repository and shoeing forge, all under Mr. Graham’s 
personal supervision. Entering the yard on the right is 
seen the forge, fitted up with all the latest appliances, 
Next to the forge comes a row of loose boxes, fixed up 
on the most modern principles. The remainder of the 
length on the right is taken up with stalls. On the left 
stand the pharmacy and office, replete with the latest 
veterinary appliances, and excellently appointed through- 
out. In hard, frosty weather, when it is impossible, or, 
at all events, highly risky, to take out valuable hunters 
on the road, no greater convenience is appreciated than a 
roomy yard which cau be covered with straw, and in 
which the idle mounts can be freely and safely exercised. 
No expense will be spared for the comfort of the lower 
animals, and patients, from a terrier upwards in the 
animal scale, will find at Mr. Graham’s surgery a com- 
fortable asylum, and it is to be hoped a relief from “all 
the ills that flesh is heir to.” 


Suceess of a Chester Shoeing Smith. 


Mr. A. Gifford, shoeing smith to Mr. Matthew Gra- 
ham, veterinary surgeon, Boughten, took second prize in 
the shoeing competition against fifteen competitors, all 
Cheshire men. 

{When the medical papers get hold of “a puff” of this 
kind the editor generally expresses an opinion that he is 
“sure the gentleman referred to will be the first to dis- 
approve of it.’”’ We desire to use no ironical language, 
and therefore express no opinion. | 


Veterinary Examination at the ‘* Royal.” 


Every one of the Clydesdales were certified by the 
inspectors to be sound, and Professor Duguid felt con- 
strained to compliment the Clydesdale breeders on the 
remarkable freedom from hereditary disease which the 
inspectors had certified in the Clydesdales. On the other 
hand, several of the Shires had to be rejected on the 
score of unsoundness, notwithstanding the oft-repeated 
declaration by partisans of the English national breed 
that the compulsory veterinary inspection of the animals 
at the Shire Horse Shows had practically stamped out 
hereditary disease in all the better class of Shires.— North 
British Agriculturist. 


NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF SHOEING 


SMITHS, 
Sir, 

I have read Mr. King’s letter in The Record of June 
10th and cannot help being considerably amused at some 
of the remarks therein. Of course it is not to be ex- 
pected that we all can be agreed upon the working of the 
scheme. [ think Mr. King can very well banish from 
his mind all silly and selfish fear as to the scheme creat- 
ing foot specialists from the ranks of shoeing smiths. 
The scheme has been in existence for nearly four years, 
and now, Mr. King seems to have discovered that the 
whole army of veterinary surgeons are about to be in- 
vaded by foot specialists brought into existence by the 
Farriers’ Company, and some members of the profession. 


Mr. King suggests that the profession should retire 
from the scheme. I am somewhat inclined to agree with 
this. Perhaps, it may benefit the trade by their doing 
so. I am further inclined to think that if the Farriers’ 
Company had inaugurated the scheme with a committee 
say of a dozen good practical working smiths of good 
reputation, the trade by this time might have had schools 
of farriery established in different centres, where youn 
men who are now advancing could undergo a course of 
instruction in the anatomy and physiology of the foot, 
previous to their commencing work. 


When we look around us and see what progress is 
made by other trades by the aid of technical schools it is 
time for the shoeing smith to be up and _ sstirring. 
Eminent veterinary authors and teachers, declare in 
favour of the smith being taught those principles, 
evidently these are not Mr. King’s ideas. From his 
point of view, before he urges the withdrawal of the 
profession from the scheme he may do well to consider 
on which side his bread is buttered, for while there are 
gentlemen upon the committee who have denied the 
smith the right to be taught the anatomy and physiology 
of the foot, there is not very much to be apprehended as 
to the creating of foot specialists, as it is, with great re- 
spect I refer to our able and courteous Editor. And I 
think he will in all fairness be prepared to grant to me 
as one of the craft the equal right to deny to him or any- 
oue who holds the same views to act upon the commit- 
tee of registration ; because [ am strongly of opiuion the 
knowledge of those sciences would enable the smith to 
carry out his duties to the better satisfaction of his 
employers. But at the same time I wish it to be under- 
stood that [am strongly opposed to smiths dabbling 12 
quackery. 

I think Mr. King can calm his fears, and rest 
assured that while the present committee have the con- 
trol of the scheme care will be taken that the foot 
specialist will not be created. 


Neath, Yours truly, 
June 14th. John Owen. 


“ VETERINARY ” CHEMISTS. 
Sir, 


The recent decision in the case, the R.C.V.S. v. R. H. 
Groves, chemist, tried in H.M. High Court of gees 
ought I think to rouse the veterinary profession 1» 
agitation for an alteration of the statute, which it ong 
permits a chemist to issue a book 
animals, giving symptoms, causes, and treatme™”, 
—this is the he son. point—to therein call himself 4 
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veterinary chemist, and as such to induce the public to 
apply to him for remedies for treating the ailments of 
diseased animals. Is not the term veterinary calculated 
to lead the public to the conclusion that the user is 
possessed of veterinary skill. In my judgement the 
term veterinary chemist is a trespass ugon the rights of 
the members of the R.C.V.S. If it isnot, then the legal 
protection of the members of the said College is a myth 
and the souner the statute is altered the better for all 
legally qualified veterinary practitioner, especially those 
the country.— Yours faithfully 
Blandford. T. J. Keg, M.R.C.V.S. 


A VIEWS. 


Sir. 
Noticing in last week’s Veterinary, Record in that 


interesting article by Fauset Macdonalc, Esq., that Vet.- 
Capt. Smith should say that “ A Studnts Union is not 
wanted ” in‘ his remarks when replyingfor the schools ; 
he must have been thinking of the dis when he was 
himself a student, when students weretreated as men, 
andjnot like children attending a kinda-garten as has 
been the case of late, —— y since October last. i 
should like to mention first the newidea of sending 
home to one’s parents or guardians a reprt of the marks 

ined at the monthly examinations and number of 
veal missed ; even this is not so drealful, but when a 
form of the following type is enclosed. 

“The Dean regrets that the progress mde is not more 
satisfactory.” 

And when you apply to the above-mationed gentle- 
man to know in what way you’re not progessing satisfac- 
tory, he does not know who you are, orto which class 

ou belong, simply replying that your ittendance at 
ectures has been insufficient, or you obtined less than 
40 per cent. of marks in your last month} examination, 
(examination only in name), as if a fellovhas the incli- 
nation to copy, there is no reason he shuld not do so 
and without fear of being detected, and maintain will 
do so more than ever if the governing bdy at Camden 
Town do not desist from such childish mnagement of 
those, who with few exceptions, have arwed at an age 
when it is to their own advantage to endezour to make 
the most of their time at College towards btaining the 
knowledge necessary to make them compeent members 
of the profession they are desirous of enteng. Person- 
ally at each examination I have sat for, sinca report was 
sent to my parents [ have copied and of curse secured 
a sufficiency of marks to prevent a report eing forwar- 
ded to my parents and doubtless to the stisfaction of 
the Dean. With every possibility of anothe attempt to 


tack on the summer session, the necessit of having | 


histology right through the session and ot as last 
session rushed into in the last six weeks md getting 
only two-thirds the number of specimens + compare 
with previous years; the necessity to hav physiology 
lectures continued on a trifle longer in thevession, not 
as last year discontinued for several weeks ecepting the 
four delivered the last fortnight of the sssion from 
which nobody derived any benefit only th fortunate 

ntlemen who were asked to step forward vth chalk in 
hand, and received a demonstration all tctheinselves 
while the main portion of the class chattl amongst 
themselves as it was impossible to hear wh: was going 
on in front. The desire amongst student that the 
museum should be open during College hots ; there 1s 
with these matters in hand and others wich present 
themselves as the session rolls along a great necessity 
for a students union amongst such a lar and ever 
increasing number as this next session will fid at Cam- 


den Town, by 
ONE WHO LOOKS BEFORE AD AFTER. 


=| treating, abusing, and torturing these two horses. 


R.S.P.C.A. v. VETERINARY PRACTITIONERS. 


Srr, 


I enclose a cutting from our local newspaper which will 
be found on another page, containing the report of an 
action brought by the R.S.P.C.A. against me for firin 
two horses for ringbone. As I consider the verdict if it h 
been given against me, would have involved the pro- 
fession generally, I send you the particulars, and ask for 
your comments upon the case. 


A few weeks ago, while at Epping, a town 13 miles 
from here, I saw a poor man named Kirkby who asked 
me to goand see two horses with a view to firing them 
for lameness from ringbone, as my father had success- 
fully operated on a similar case for him some years 
When saw the animals I found each of them hada 
small ringbone on one of the fore coronets. I told 
Kirkby the horses were worth firing only in the head, as 
their monetary value amounted to a few pounds, and I 
was very doubtful as to whether treating the ringbones 
would be of any benefit to the animals, 


However, he was determined to have them done by 
some one, and he begged of me to do them, so I relue- 
tantly promised that if he would bring them nearer to 
my residence I would do them for him gratuitously. In 
about a fortnight afterwards he brought these horses 
over to me and having promised to fire them for him, I 
performed the operation. It appears that on the way to 
my Infirmary Kirkby had to pass the house of another 
firm of veterinary surgeons, viz, Messrs. Harris and Son 
of Sawbridgeworth, to whom he showed his horses, and 
asked if they would fire them, but they declined. 


Two days afterwards, Kirkby having hired a suitable 
meadow for his horses, | went and slightly fired them, 
making five or six superficial perpendicular sections, 
about two inches in length, over the ringbone on each 
horse. About eleven or twelve days afterwards the 
owner of the meadow desired Kirkby to remove the 
horses at once as he wanted the meadow, or he should 
turn them into the road, ‘The poor old man had there- 
fore no alternative but to take them away. The firing, 
although slight, was now at its acme, and as a conse- 
quence the animals were lamer than before being opera- 
ted upon ; the eschars were then separating, leaving the 
parts beneath granulating. In this condition Kirkby 
took the poor animals along a dusty road into Sawbridge- 
worth, where two philanthropic ladies saw them being 
led, and they rightly enough caused the horses to be de- 
tained by sending for the police Ultimately the 
R.S.P.C.A. were communicated with, and the Society’s 
"Inspector came and asked me if I would give him all the 
particulars of the case, which I readily did. About a 
“fortnight after this, to my surprise, | received a sum. 
| mons issued against me by the Inspector for wig foo 

always believed myself to be a merciful man vo dumb 
, 80 you may imagine | was exceedingly aston- 
ished. Well, the case came off at our Petty Sessional 
| Court last week, the Society was represented by their 
| solicitor, and the man Kirkhy was fined £2, part of 
‘which the above mgntioned ladies paid; and the case 
against me was dismissed. But to my disgust Messrs. 
Harris and Sons went into the witness- box against me— 
neighbouring veterinary practitioner, and the 

Senr., gave ot 


which Mr, Harris, Senr., g 
made me think of our Vis unita fortior, 

to think from the many congratula- 
1 that public opinion was on 


animals 


their 
| manner in 
against me 
| have every reason ] 
‘tions I have since receiver 


my side. 
These cases recall another in which I operated on @ 
precisely similar case only a few weeks ago, but this time 
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the owner was a wealthy Justice of the Peace, near Lon- 
don. His horse had a ringbone for which he thought 
firing might benefit the lameness. I explained to him 


that it was doubtful whether firing would benefit such a | 


case, but if he wished I would do it and it was done. 
Was I justified in doing it under such circumstances ? If 
I had not it is most probable that he would have 
employed another practitioner to do it ; and we have all 
sometimes seen favourable results from operations when 
only small expectations existed. 

While on the subject of firing, I may add that in 
Messrs. Harris’ evidence the after treatment of firing 
was brought up, and they like many other veterinary, 
surgeons, adopt the orthodox fashion of securing their 
patient’s heads either by pillar reins or a cradle, until 
the irritation caused by the firing has passed off, and 
after a few days many practitioners have the legs fomen- 
ted as recommended by the late Wm. Percival, or they 
apply some emollient or desiccant to the parts. Now, 
the plan 1 have adopted for years past is to apply to the 
parts an oleaginous liniment of cantharides immediately 
after the firing. I then turn my patients loose into a 
roomy place with short litter, or if the weather permits, 
and the flies are not troublesome, [ turn them into a 

asture with a crib to feed out of. I never secure them 
in any way nor do I interfere with the parts, but leave 
them entirely to vis medicatrix nature, and I assure you 
they heal admirably. There is never any undue slough- 
ing, the lines never coalesce, swelling is prevented, and 
gnawing or other untoward accidents never occur. But 
I shall never sanction my fired patients having enforced 
exercise, especially by being led along a dusty road while 


the eschars are separating. 
James Wess, M.R.C.VS. 
Bishop’s Stortford. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
T. J. Keech, J. Rowe, C. A. Squair, J. B. Wolstenholme, 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bombay V.M.A. 
Pres: Capt. Jas. Mills, M.n.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Messrs. S. K. Nariman, M.D., B. sc., L.v.sc. 
N. D. Dhakmarwalla, a.s.v.c. S. N. Ranina, G.n.v.c. 
N. Narsing Rao, G.B.v.c. 
Sec: V. E. Vakharia, G.n.v.c., Bombay Veterinary College. 


Borper Countries V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. R. Rutherford, r.x.c.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, ¥.n.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurra V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.r.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, M.R.c.v.s.; 
13 Winchester Street, London, S.E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. G. Rogers, .R.c.v.s., 
170 Brompton Road, London, $.W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.r.c.vs., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert, r.n.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Taylor, F.x.c.v.s, Turner Street Manchester. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, m..cr.v.s., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. Smith, m.x.c.v,s., Huntingdon. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Robiréon, M.R.c.v.s., Market Deeping. 
Meetings, Second’'Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


LAND Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. H. Merick, r.x.c.v.s., Northampton. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Dawes, m.z.c.v.s., 
High St., West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Secoid Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Secad Tuesday in August. 


Nattonan Ver. Association. 
Pres: Mr. E. Faullher, m.nr.c.v.s., Manchester 
Sec: Mr. John Mabolm, r.r.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Vragg, rF.n.c.v.s., London. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: Vet.-Lieut. J. A. Meredith, Manchester. 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Morvan 
DEFENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. Peter Taylor, r.x.c.v.s., Manchester 
Treas: Mr. Thomss Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.x.c.v.s., 
rosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


or Enetanp V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. W. Hutter, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W 


M.R.C.v.8s, Newcastle. 
- Hancock, M.R.c.v.s., 

. Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Thir¢ Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


oyAL Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. D. larford, ¥.r.c.v.s., Southampton, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. JSutcliffe Hurndall, m.n.c.v.s., 
Sussex Vilis, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Las/Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Scorrisn V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, }r c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. WD. Fairbairn, u.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Rodt Vetertnary M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. PD. Coghill. Assist. H.S. Mr. E. E. Seldon, 


Sorrish Merropouiran V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. W. & Williams, r.r.c.v.s., New Vet. Coll., Edin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. ¥ Moir, m.nz.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


Souru anp YorKSHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. Stevens, Darlington. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 4. Awde, F.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, Fist Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


OUTHERN Counties V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. FBimpson, r.n.c.v.s, Maidenhead. 

Hon. Sec: Mr.}. Pack, m.n.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Lat Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


SourHWates anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. 1. Storrar, m.n.c.v.s., Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec. Mr. 4 C. Stewart, m.n.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
’ Meetings, Fest Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Thmas Olver, m.n.c.v.s., Truro. 

Hon. Sec: MrW. Harvey Bloye, m.n.c.v.s., 

Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 
ird Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 

an, M.R.C.v.s., Clarkston. by-Busby, Glasgow 

. Anderson, F.n.c.v.s., West Nile-st. Glasgow 
YorxsuirE V.M.A. 

. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 


VY. F. Greenhalgh, m.r.c.v.s., 
110 North Street, Leeds. 


Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 


Meetings, 


Pres: Mr. D. 
Hon. Sec: Mr 


Pres; Mr. 
Hon. Sec; M 


Meetings, Lal 
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